Colorado Cultrvar Camp
SYRAH

May 15, 2017
With special expert host

Jeb Dunnuck, Wine Advocate Reviewer
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Agenda

e All about Syrah
* History
* Geography
* Biology
* Masterclass tasting — led by Jeb Dunnuck
* Rhone, California, Washington, Australia

* Blind comparison tasting
e Colorado vs. The World
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Jancis Robinson’s Wine Course

By Jancis Robinson

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0rlgpZ0e84k



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0r1gpZ0e84k

All About Syrah

* History
* Origin
* Parentage
e Related varieties

* Geography
* France
* Australia
e USA

* Biology
e Characteristics
* Flavors
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History of Syrah

Myth suggests it was brought from Shiraz, Iran to Marseille by Phocaeans.
Or name came from Syracuse, Italy (on island of Sicily)

Widely planted in Northern Rhone

* Used as a blending grape in Southern Rhone

Called Shiraz (sometimes Hermitage) in Australia

e second largest planting of Syrah

* Brought to Australia in 1831 by James Busby
* Most popular cultivar in Australia by 1860

* Export to US in 1970s

Seventh most planted cultivar worldwide now, but only 3,300 acres in 1958
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History of Syrah

* Parentage:

* Dureza
e Exclusively planted in Rhone
* |n 1988, only one hectare remained

* Mondeuse blanche
* Savoie region of France
* Only 5 hectares remain

* Not to be confused with Petite Sirah (Durif)
* Cross between Syrah and Peloursin

* Synonyms: Shiraz, Sirac, Marsanne Noir, Entournerein, Serene
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Geography of Syrah

* France

* Rhone
* Northern Rhone
Cornas, Cote-Rotie, Hermitage, St. Joseph
* Southern Rhone
Blended with Grenache, Mourvedre, et al — Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Cotes du Rhone

* United States
e California, Washington

e Australia
» Barossa Valley, Heathcote, Margaret River
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I FRENCH WINE

CHAMPAGNE

Geography of Syrah

* France
* Rhone
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Geography of Syrah

France
Rhone

North — individual village/appellations

Cote Rotie — northern most, blended with up to 20% Viognier

Saint Joseph — long narrow region on west bank of river, up to 10%
marsanne and roussanne

Steep terraces

Savory, peppery flavors of smoked meats, olives and herbs, with
grace notes of violets and red and black fruits.
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CROZES-HERMITAGE

AFFOLA TON O DRKING CONRELEe
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Geography of Syrah £

* France

e Rhone
* North —individual village/appellations

* Cote Rotie — northern most, blended with up to 20% Viognier

* Saint Joseph — long narrow region on west bank of river, up to 10%
marsanne and roussanne

* Hermitage — East of river, up to 15% marsanne/roussanne
* Crozes-Hermitage — larger region surrounding Hermitage
* flatter land around the hill of Hermitage

* Burger wines — easy drinking, not overly complex
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CORNAS

Vignobles de Cornas

Appellation d'Origine Conrrolée

Geography of Syrah

* France

e Rhone
* North —individual village/appellations

* Cote Rotie — northern most, blended with up to 20% Viognier

* Saint Joseph — long narrow region on west bank of river, up to 10%
marsanne and roussanne

Hermitage — East of river , up to 15% marsanne/roussanne
Crozes-Hermitage — larger region surrounding Hermitage
Cornas — Southern most, 100% syrah

* Rustic and tight
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BAROSSA

Geography of Syrahg=s

Gulf Gulf

St Vincent
e Australia

e South Australia
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Geography of Syrah
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Geography of SyIEINE ‘ :

* Washington (and Oregon)
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VWaLa WaLla VaLler is a sub-region of the gigantic
Cowumeia Vawer AVA. It's Washington's most
famous region even though its vineyards are in both
Oregon and Washington. It has one sub-region: THE
Rocks DistricT of MiLTON-FREEWATER.

Hatching indicates vineyard areas
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Biology of Syrah

* Syrah is a very vigorous variety.

* Spreading growth habit and a tendency to produce long, trailing shoots.

* Growth can be excessive on deep, fertile soils and with high-vigor rootstocks.

* Well-adapted to a wide range of viticultural temperature regions, winery uses, and wine styles.

* Mid ripening with a short ripening period between veraison and harvest, plus a short window for
optimum harvesting.

» Susceptible to a disease of unknown cause described variously as Syrah/Shiraz
disease/decline/disorder and found in many parts of the world, where leaves turn red, swelling
and cracks appear at the graft point and vines eventually die (some clones appear more
susceptible than others).
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Biology of Syrah

* Dark color, medium tannin, medium plus acidity

* Aromas/Flavors:

* FRUIT: Blackberry, Blueberry, Boysenberry and Cherry (cooler climate)
 FLORAL: violet, lavender, mint

« SAVORY: Cured meat, bacon fat, Olive, and smoke

e SPICE: white pepper, clove, licorice, rosemary, tobacco

» Syrah vs Shiraz: tends to be a stylistic Old/New world choice

Syrah: Olive, Bacon fat, Cherry, blackberry, white pepper, acidic
Shiraz: Blackberry, Blueberry, Cassis, Licorice, Chocolate
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Quiz

http://www.decanter.com/learn/winequiz/syrahshiraz-quiz-test-

knowledge-306254/



http://www.decanter.com/learn/winequiz/syrahshiraz-quiz-test-knowledge-306254/

Tasting Benchmark Syrah



Benchmark Syrah
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Benchmark Syrah
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Benchmark Syrah
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Benchmark Syrah
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Benchmark Syrah
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Benchmark Syrah

FAMILY WINERY

La Cote Patviavehe

SYRAM
Yehime YValler
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Benchmark Syrah
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Benchmark Syrah
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Benchmark Syrah

COMMAND
SINGLE VINEYAS
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Blind Comparative Tasting




Blind Comparative Tasting

Guesses on the wines...
1. E. Guigal 2012 Crozes-Hermitage, 13%, $23
2. Boulder Creek Winery 2012 Syrah Colorado, 14.4%, $23
3. Yellowtail 2013 Reserve Shiraz South Eastern Australia, 14%, $10
4. Whitewater Hill Vineyards 2014 Shiraz Grand Valley AVA, 13.6%, $19
5. Bookcliff Vineyards 2014 Syrah Colorado, 14.6%, $19
6. Bedrock Wine Co. 2015 Syrah North Coast AVA, 14.5%, S19



Colorado Cultivar.Camp:
SYRAH

/" COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

w Colorado Wine Industry Development Board




