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Agenda

* All about Merlot
* History
* Geography
* Biology
* Benchmark tasting — led by Sally Mohr
* Bordeaux, California, Washington, Italy

* Blind comparison tasting
e Colorado vs. The World
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A Brief History of Merlot

By Gundlach Bundschu
https://youtu.be/6efO9ReiKQM



https://youtu.be/6efO9ReiKQM

All About Merlot

* History
* Origin
* Parentage
e Related varieties

* Geography
* France
e |taly

e USA
e Chile

* Biology
e Characteristics
* Flavors
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History of Merlot

* Relatively Recent Origin
* First appearance in literature in late 18t Century — just before French Revolution

 jnitial interest in Merlot appeared in the middle of the 19th century due to its low susceptibility to
powdery mildew
* importance of Merlot remained relatively limited until the last 40 years.

* Now most planted cultivar in Bordeaux

* Second most planted red winegrape worldwide with over 700,000 acres

COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Colorado Wine Industry Development Board




History of Merlot

* Parentage:

e Cabernet Franc

* Native to the Pyrennes

» Parent to Carmenere, Cabernet Sauvignon, related to Txakoli
 Magdeleine Noire des Charentes

* Previous unknown cultivar
The first cuttings of Magdeleine Noire de Charentes were found in Brittany (northwest France),

No vineyard exists today,
Vines are known to have existed there between 1460 and 1477.

Also a parent of Malbec (x Prunelard)
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Geography of Merlot

France
* Bordeaux
* Graves, Médoc, Pomerol, St.-Emilion, Fronsac, Blaye
United States
* CA, WA, NY

ltaly

* Tuscany, Lazio, Friuli

Chile
* Colchagua Valley
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I FRENCH WINE

CHAMPAGNE

Sparkling Wine

Geography of Merlot

Muscadet &
Chenin Blanc

Riesling

* France
* Bordeaux BE
* Continuous wine production since 1%t Century
* Graves principle region until 17t" Century Cant ssuigon s

* Médoc swamp drained by Dutch in 17t Century
e 1855 Classification

Syrah & Grenache

. : 7 - Blends
* Sud Ouest (South West) -Bergerac
e Languedoc Matbec
PROVENCE CORSE
Rosé Reg‘& I?jose’
Blends ends @
Grenache & Carignan Blends Yo\‘ 3’
http://winefolly.com/review/french-wine-tips/
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Geography of Merlot
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 Pomerol
e Smallest major appellation in Bordeaux
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Geography of Merlot

e St- Emilion
* 2012 Classification (1958, 1969, 1986, 1996, 2006)
e Can be adjusted every ten years
* Four levels in the St. Emilion classification

* Premier Cru Classé A (4)

* Premier Grand Cru Classé B (15)
* Grand Cru Classé (63)

* Grand Cru (many)
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Geography of Merlot

* |taly
* Tuscany
* lazio
* Friuli
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Geography of Merlot

* Tuscany

S Chianti Hills
Viticultural

Regions

Super Tuscans — Vino da Tavola

Marina di Carrara
Marina di Massa
Cinquale

Originally outside of Italian law

Lido di Camaiore
Viareggio

Maremma

* Maremma, once an open, disease-infested marsh, has only been considered a
world-class wine region for a few decades. Today, pretty seaside villages dot the e
coastline, but that, too is quite recent. Up until the 1970s or so, the nobles all lived Tirenia
in the hills, far away from the swamplands of the coast. That all changed when :
wines like Sassicaia, Grattamacco and later Ornellaia, Masseto and others exploded
onto the global scene. P

Castiglioncello

B O | g h e ri Rosignano Sollvay

Marina di Cecina

Torre del Lago Puccini

* one of Italy's most prestigious vineyard areas
San Guido,

» Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc and Merlot, though Sangiovese may comprise Mo oot
up to 50%

Toscana IGT

San Vincenzo

Piombino

Portoferraio
Punta Ala

Castiglione
della Pescaia

Marina di Grosetto
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North American Wine Regions
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Geography of Merlot

e California
* Napa Valley
* Sonoma
* Santa Cruz Mts
Monterrey
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The Napa Valley Appellation and its
Sub-Appellations

Geography of Merlot

I NETERVENEY
 Coombsville
e Oak Knoll
e Atlas Peak
* Stags Leap
Calistoga — Three Palms Vineyard
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Geography of Merlot

e Chile
e Carmenere was widely thought to be Merlot : S
. . Aconcagua Valley - #& -
* Colchagua Valley — Particularly Apalta region < A Paraiso
: Casablanca Valley --------4-- .
* Maule Va”ey . San Antonio Valley --------- - 'SANQﬁ ¢

. * 'SAN ANTONIO
Maipo Valley -----/~-----

Cachapoal Valley -----}-
Rapel Valley {
Colchagua Valley -/

Curicé Valley ----

Maule Valley ~------7---

0 i~
CAUQUENES
Itata Valley ------ . -7

Bio Bio Valley =-----=={--- 5
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Biology of Merlot

 Earlier ripening — vineyard insurance

* More adapted to clay-based soils and cooler climates than Cabernet Sauvignon
* Moderately vigorous — up to 8 tons per acre in fertile soil

» Adds soft tannins and generous flavors to the more austere cabernet.

* Merlot tends to be noticeably lower in tannins and acidity than Cabernet

 Much more voluptuous to taste and, on the palate, provides lots of fruity impact in the middle to
fill in the hole left by the tough, tannic framework of young Cabernet Sauvignon.

* Despite reputation as the user-friendly, early maturing wine, the best of these wines can continue
to develop in bottle for decades.
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Biology of Merlot

* Aromas/Flavors:

 FRUIT: currant, black cherry, plum, blueberries, blackberries

* FLORAL: violet, rose

* OAK: vanilla, coconut, sweet wood, smoke, toast, tar

e SPICE: caramel, chocolate, clove, bay leaf, green peppercorn, licorice

« BOTTLE AGE: truffle, mushroom, earth, coffee, leather, cedar, cigar box

« HERBAL: bell pepper, green olive
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http://www.decanter.com/learn/winequiz/the-merlot-wine-quiz-test-
yvour-knowledge-341719/



http://www.decanter.com/learn/winequiz/the-merlot-wine-quiz-test-your-knowledge-341719/

Tasting Benchmark Merlot



Benchmark Merlot
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Benchmark Merlot
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Benchmark Merlot
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Benchmark Merlot
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Benchmark Merlot

R

CHATEAU

TROPLONG MONDOT

1ERGRAND CRU CLASSE
2012
SAINT-EMILION GRAND CRU
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Benchmark Merlot
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Benchmark Merlot
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https://www.jamessuckling.com/videos/tuscan-collectibles-tua-rita-redigaffi-the-vineyard/
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Blind Comparative Tasting




Blind Comparative Tasting

Guesses on the wines...
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